
I should emphasise again that any concerns regarding the developer’s pre-application consultation 
should be raised directly with them at this stage of the process so that any concerns can be 
appropriately considered before the DCO application is submitted. 
 
A DCO application will only be accepted by the Secretary of State when it is submitted to the 
Planning Inspectorate if it is considered that adequate consultation has been carried out in 
compliance with sections 42, 47 and 48 of the PA2008. If at the Acceptance stage the Secretary of 
State concludes that the consultation is inadequate, he or she can recommend that the Applicant 
carries out further consultation activity before the application can be resubmitted and accepted. You 
will note from paragraph 114 of the (former) Department for Communities and Local Government’s 
pre-application guidance that regard will be had to any AoC representations received following 
receipt of the DCO application when forming a view on whether adequate consultation has been 
carried out. 
 
The Planning Inspectorate has published a series of Advice Notes about the PA2008 process which 
you may find useful, including Advice Note Eight: Overview of the nationally significant infrastructure 
planning process for members of the public and others. 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F418009%2F150326_Pre-Application_Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ccaseadministration%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7Cf6be5d9909c24471b2ea08da0e80cf58%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637838243637804287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=z9RVduN3fWKgEnsqYkAcad%2B%2FivxgR1Hr4M7WCSD6JgU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F418009%2F150326_Pre-Application_Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ccaseadministration%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7Cf6be5d9909c24471b2ea08da0e80cf58%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637838243637804287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=z9RVduN3fWKgEnsqYkAcad%2B%2FivxgR1Hr4M7WCSD6JgU%3D&reserved=0
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-eight-overview-of-the-nationally-significant-infrastructure-planning-process-for-members-of-the-public-and-others/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-eight-overview-of-the-nationally-significant-infrastructure-planning-process-for-members-of-the-public-and-others/

